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Asthe Jordan-Small Middle School
becomes areality, there has been much
talk about our integrated curriculum.
“What exactly does this mean, and how
does it affect my child?’ are questions
many parents have been asking of the
middle school administration and teach-
ers.

Theverb “integrate” has several defini-
tions. To consolidate, coordinate, or
orchestrate areincluded initsprimary
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meaning. If onewereto look up these
verbs, the result would be other verbs
such as arrange, blend, combine, and
harmonize.

Anintegrated curriculumtakesall the
components of a middle school such as
subject matter (academic and the arts),
method of instruction, grade/class setups,
and learning philosophies, and blends,
consolidates, arranges, (choose any verb
above) them into one.

Tosimplify thisideafurther, several
educational terms are often used; thematic
instruction, multi-discipline approach and
interdisciplinary team teaching.

Thematic instruction or themeteaching
focuses on one particular subject or area.
Thiscommon thread is then studied and
applied intwo, three or more disciplines
such as science, math, reading, art, etc.

In 1984, Voyage of the Mimi |, was
introduced at Jordan-Small. Thiswasthe
beginning of anew wave of commercially
designed integrated curriculums. Mimi |
featured whales asits primary theme and
has been so successful it is still the
number one thematic designed curriculum
sold today. Itisamajor component of our
5th grade curriculum, whileMimi 11,
featuring the ancient Mayan civilization,
isthe primary themefor our 6th grade.
Our teachers have supplemented and

Jordan-Small Middle School’s Integrated Curriculum

designed Mimi’ s lessons over the years
so that whales and the ancient Maya are
or have been studied in 5th and 6th grade
science, math, social studies, reading, art,
music, and computer classes respectively.

Theme teaching focuses on the under-
standing of ideas, rather than studying
seemingly isolated facts. When these
facts are connected and related back to
bigger ideas, they become more meaning-
ful.

The Multi-discipline approach consists of
using two or more disciplinesto fully
understand a particular concept. Thefifth
grade study early explorers of America.
The students|earn about their exploitsin
social studies, use math to determine
provisions needed for their journeys and
to calculate distances sailed, and read the
early journals and letters of these famous
people. All academic and artsdisciplines
arerelated inthereal world, why
shouldn’t they be in the classroom as
well?

Ininterdisciplinary team teaching, two or
more teachersfunction asa“team”.
These teachers share the same students;
have a common schedule and planning
timeand their classroomsarein close
proximity to each other. Teachersmay
teach the same students for more than
one gradelevel. Thisapproach has
evolved over the last thirty years and has

been the subject of much research. The
evidence shows that teaming resultsin
higher student achievement in math,
reading, and language art skills based on
state standardized testing. Morelearning
and less boredom occur for all students.
Studiesin 1993 and 1995 al so confirm that
teamed settings result in higher levels of
self-concept and self-esteem for both
teachers and students. Teaming classes
also report ahigher level of student
engagement as students develop a sense
of belonging with their team.

Jordan-Small Middle School staff have
already begun working on the curriculum
for next year asthe 7th grade will be
returning to our school after along
absence. Teachersand administration will
be working along with new staff, when
they are hired, through the ensuing
school year and summer to have a
working curriculuminplace. Aninte-
grated curriculum doestaketime, how-
ever, and not all aspects mentioned above
will bein placeimmediately. Our 7th grade
studentswill receive the same excellent
instruction and caring from all of our staff
that you have always had and have come
to expect at Jordan-Small School. Existing
staff, students, and curriculum will
“combine, blend, and harmonize” with
new staff, gradelevelsand curriculumto
maintain our high expectationsfor all
learners.

Raymond Elementary School Principals

Report

By: NormaRichard

Raymond isavery specia community, in
part because of the generosity and
kindness of itsresidents. Thiswas
especially true during last month’s
holiday season when many, many people
came together to assist friends and
neighbors. Our students were an
important part of these efforts, and |
would liketo congratul ate staff members
and students who collected and distrib-
uted toys and food to those in need. Mrs.
Potter’ sfourth grade classand Mrs. Tarr’s
second grade class should also be
recognized for their hard work and great
organizational skillsduring their collection
for Raymond areafamilies. | am sovery
proud of their efforts.

Thewinter months bring additional
challenges to the school, especially when
it comes to busing students. Please be
aware that the bus schedule may change
by 5 to 10 minutes due to road conditions.
We ask for your patience, and for your
assistance, in making surethat all children
are transported safely to and from school.
Thisisagood timeto review with your
child bus safety practices, especialy
waiting in your driveway until the bus
comes to a complete stop and the bus
driver indicatesthat it is safe to board the
bus. With the prospects of snow-covered
roads and high snow banks, it isvery
important to have an adult supervising

children at the bus stops. Our drivers
have avery difficult job, and they thank
you for your continuing support.

Last month our WEB (Wonderful Exciting
Books) program moved fromthe Titlel
roomtothelibrary. Mrs. Keef, our
librarian, isnow coordinating WEB with
Mrs. Mainsand the Title| staff. Thegoal
of WEB isto encourage recreational
reading. Research clearly shows usthat
children who read every day, just for the
joy of reading, are more successful in
school. The moveto the library provides
uswith more space, agreater variety of
books, the efficiency of technology, and
the opportunity for children and parents
to check out WEB books anytime
between 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM. Students
have already read in excess of 90,000
pages to date, and we are setting a school
goal of over 300,000 pagesfor this school
year. Itiswonderful to seechildren at all
grade levelscoming in on adaily basisto
select booksfor WEB. Itisalso exciting
to check their dlips and see that parents
arereading with their children every night.
What awonderful habit to develop with
your child! Mrs. Keef would also liketo
invite interested parents to have a
Raymond Elementary School library card
to check out books and other materials for
family use.
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News From The Raymond Village Library

Thelibrary will be closed on Monday, January 15, Martin
Luther King Jr Day. Please mark your calendars.

The Reading Group will meet on January 25 at 7 PM.
The book under discussion will be “The Poisonwood
Bible’ by BarbaraKingsolver. New membersare aways
welcome. For moreinformation, pleasecall thelibrary at
655-4283.

Areyou among the adventurous and make New Y ear
resolutions? Arediet, exercise and more healthy prac-
tices part of this? Y our library can help you with agreat
selection of books for excellent ideas and also for that
much needed motivation. Ask thelibrarianwheretofind
them, the next timeyou comein. She'll be morethan
happy to assist you.

Now that the hustle and bustle of the holidays has died
down ahit, perhaps you are having difficulty finding
space for the new books, videos and audio books. We
have the solution for you! Donate your used books,
videos and audio booksto the library. Not only will you
have plenty of space for the new, but also sharing with
your friends and neighborswill help continue that nice
warm glow that thistime of year pours out on us.

TheRaymond Village Library Memberswishyou dl a
wonderful New Yesr.

NEW BOOKS: Thisisjust asmall sample of our new
books. We have most of the bestsellers you've heard or
read about. We also have sign up lists for the most
popular books, so you' re guaranteed aturn. A new
selection of large print books has been added thanks to a
generous donation from the Raymond Lions Club.

For children

Matilda Dahl
Harriet, the oy Fitzhugh
Harry Potter Rowling
A Cricket in Times Square Selden
Suart Little White

For adults NEW VIDEOS Remember thelibrary’ sgenerous policy
New Fiction of allowing patronsto borrow videos for one week. Come
The Bear and the Dragon Tom Clancy see our growing collection! (Overduefineis$1 per day,
The Switch SandraBrown s0 be careful!) Donations of videosar egratefully
Open House Elizabeth Berg accepted.
Winter Solstice Rosamunde Pilcher
Dust to Dust Tami Hoag For adults
Purple Cane Road (Lg Prt)James Lee Burke TheHorse Whisperer
The Glass Menagerie
New Non-fiction Smon Birch
Flags of Our Fathers JamesBradley October Sky
In a Sunburned Country Bill Bryson
IntheHeartof theSea  Nathaniel Philbrick For children
Wbhelo Charlotte Hewson Franklin Plants a Tree
Genome Matt Ridley Meet Little Bear
plusmany more................... The Very Hungry Cater pillar
For children Several Magic School Bus videos are available thanks to
Skellig David Almond the generosity of our patrons.
Arthur’sUnderwear Marc Brown

Bud, Not Buddy

Christopher Curtis

Rabbits, Rabbits Gail Gibbons
The Mystery of Mars Sdly Ride
Harry Potter JK.Rowling

NEW BOOKSONAUDIO TAPE (andwehavemusic

tapesand CD’s, too!)

The Raymond Library continuesto increaseits collec-
tion. These are very popular with commuters, runners
andthedriversof “Mom’sDad’sTaxi”. Thelibrary is

happy to receive donations of audio tapesin good

condition. New titlesinclude:

SENIORCITIZENSMENU
JANUARY 17,2001
Raymond Elementary School Cafeteria

Please call 655-8672 for areservation

For adults L asagna
Daughter of Fortune ElizabethAllende Tossed Salad
I'he Raymond Village| . °07S Frioriminied Bread Sticksand Homemade Rolls
'_'l Beforel Say Good-bye ~ Mary HigginsClark Dessert
I_l Riptide Catherine Coulter Coff
hl'al'l_.l When the Wind Blows James Patterson ofree
Omerta Mario Puzo
Janual‘y 2001 Events and Meeting Schedule
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
FB=Fire Barn 1 2 3 4 5 6
JS=Jordan-Small NEW YEARS DAY 7:00PM TH 7:00PM RE 10:00AM VL Friday Night Ski
KC=Kokatosi Campgnd Selectmen School Committee Story Time Program
RE=Raymond Elementary NO SCHOOL 10:00AM VL
TGiTown Garage RT85 Wednesday Ski Program Baby Time
TH=Town Hall Starts 6:30PM KC
VL=Village Library Lions Club
7:00PM VL
Library Club
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7:00PM TH Recycling Pickup Recycling Pickup 10:00AM VL Friday Night Ski
Budget/Finance Story Time Program
Committee 7:00PM TH 10:00AM VL
Planning Board Baby Time
JS
Wednesday Ski Program  Communities for Children
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
MARTIN LUTHER 7:00PM TH 7:00PM RE 10:00AM VL 2:15PM RE 1:00PM-3:00PM
KING JR DAY Selectmen School Committee Story Time Good News Assembly Rabies Clinic for Dogs
10:00AM VL and Cats
NO SCHOOL Wednesday Ski Program Baby Time Friday Night Ski
6:30PM KC Program
Lions Club
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:00AM TH 7:00PM TH Recveling Picku Recycling Pickup 10:00AM VL Friday Night Ski
Appleals Board Budget/Finance y 9 p 7:00PM VL Story Time Program
Site Walk Committee Library Board Meeting 10:00AM VL
7:00PM TH Baby Time
Founders Day 7:00PM TH
Committee Cemetery Committee
7:00PM VL
Wednesday Ski Program Library Reading Group
28 29 30 31
7:00PM TH 7:00PM JS Wednesday Ski Program
Appeals Board Conservation
Commission
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The 21st Century and the 3rd Millennium - When Will They Beglln’?

The New Millennium

Produced by the Astronomy Information Service of the
Royal Observatory Greenwich

Robin M Catchpole, December 1997,

last revised December 1999 (Jim O’ Donnell).

Answersto all your Questions about the Start of the
New Millennium and the First Sunrise of the Year 2001.

Summary

This article covers the most frequently asked questions
regarding the start of the new (Christian, Gregorian)
millennium and where to see thefirst sunrise of the year
2001. In summary; theyear 2000 will be aleap-year, the
New Millennium and the New Century start at zero hours
UTC (Coordinated Universal Time, commonly known as
GMT) on January 1st 2001 and on thisbasis, thefirst
sunrise of the new millenniumwill be at placesaround
theworld wherethe sunisrising at that moment.

WhytheYear 2000isal eap-Year
L eap-years were introduced into the calendar by Julius
Caesar to ensure that the months of the year

Russia, compiled atable of datesfor Easter in terms of
the Diocletion calendar. He decided to reset the system
of counting years to honour the birth of Christ so that
the year 248 Anno Diocletiani became the year 532
Anni Domini Nostri Jesu Christi, knownas532 AD for
short. In his scheme he believed that Christ was born on
the 25th of December of the year preceding the start of
theyear 1 AD. Thereisno year 0 AD preceding the year
1 AD. Indeed, the concept of counting from zero, rather
than one, does not exist in Latin and was introduced into
Europe from the Middle East many centuries|ater.
Therefore, Dionysius' calendar places the birth of Jesus
Christ at the end of theyear 1 BC. The 2,000th anniver-
sary of Christ’ sbirth would then be 25 December 2000.
However, modern research indicatesthat Christ was
probably bornin 6BC and certainly by 4BC, when Herod
died.

Theideaof naming years BC wasintroduced by Bedein
the 8th century. Naming yearsin the Christian Eracame
into common usein ecclesiastical circlesintheMiddle
Ages but was not adopted for civil use until later.

Date Linethelocal timefallsfurther behind atthe
datelinethetimeis3am on January 3. Thisillustratestwo
things, firstly that there is no change of local time
crossing over the date line athough the date changes by
one day and secondly, the obvious value in adopting a
standard time and day that can be used to date events
anywherein theworld without ambiguity.

Legal Statusof thelnter national DateL ineand Kiribati.
Despiteits name, the International Date Line hasno
international status and was not defined by the 1834
convention or any other treaty. This means that coun-
tries close to the Date Line are free to choose which date
they will observe.

On 23 December 1994 The Republic of Kiribati an-
nounced that;* with effect from 1 January 1995 all islands
inthe Lineand Phoenix Groupswithin the Republic of
Kiribati shall be on the same date of theislandsin the
Gilberts Group within the Republic whiletheir timeare
maintained to what they are as at present”. This perfectly
reasonable decision from an administrative point of view,
puts alarge eastward bulgein the International Date
Line. It also places Carolinelsland, since renamed
Millennium Island, as aleading contender to

stay in step with the seasons. Thisis

necessary because the Earth makes one
rotation of the Sunin 365.24219, whichis
clearly not awhole number of days. Adding
one extra day every 4 yearswould exactly
correct for ayear of length 365.25 days but
will over correct for ayear of length
365.24219. To makeamoreexact correction
the Gregorian calendar, introduced in 1582,
stated that a century year will only be aleap-
year if itisdivisible without remainder by
400, whichisthe casefor theyear 2000. This

WelcomeToTheNew Year,
New Century,

And New Millennium

From the Staff of the Road Runner

seethefirst sunrise of the millennium.

Fiji and L ongitude 180 degr ees

Thelslands of Vanual evu, Rambi and
Taveuni, al part of Fiji, havethedistinction
of being the only islands crossed by the 180
degreeline of longitudein the Pacific. The
other placeswhere the 180 degree longitude
crossesland are, Wrangel 1sland (Vrangelya
Ostrov, 71 degrees north), far NE Russiaand
Antarctica. The highest peak on thelsland
of Taveuni, called Uluinggalau or Uli i

approximation correspondsto an average

year length of 365.2425 days and will amount

to adiscrepancy of only 1 day after 4000 years. The
Gregorian calendar was adopted in Britain in the year
1752 when September 2nd wasfollowed by September
14th.

When dothe3rd Millennium and the21st Century
start?

A millenniumisaninterval of 1000 yearsand acentury is
aninterval of 100 years. Inthe Gregorian Calendar, which
we use, thereis no year zero and the sequence of years
near the start runs asfollows,

..3BC, 2BC, 1BC, 1AD, 2AD, ...

Because there is no year zero, thefirst year of the
calendar ends at the end of the year named 1AD. By a
similar argument 100 yearswill only have el apsed at the
end of theyear 100AD. Since 2000AD isthe 2,000th year
of the Christian calendar, it will bethelast year of the
Second Millennium. So the 3rd Millennium and the 21st
Century will begin at the same moment, namely zero
hours UTC (commonly known as GMT) on January 1st
2001

We havereceived agreat deal of e-mail regarding the
start of the 21st Century. It isinteresting to note that this
isnot thefirst time that this controversy has arisen. The
Times must have received many |etters towards the end
of 1799, sinceitseditorsfelt moved to make the following
comments about the beginning of the 19th Century:

“We have uniformly rejected all letters and
declined all discussion upon the question of
when the present century ends, asit is one of
the most absurd that can engage the public
attention, and we are astonished to find it has
been the subject of so much dispute, since it
appears plain. The present century will not
terminate till January 1, 1801, unlessit can be
made out that 99 are 100... Itisa silly, childish
discussion, and only exposes the want of brains
of those who maintain a contrary opinion to

that we have stated”

TheTimes, 26 December 1799

TheOrigin of theChristian Era
Early inthe 6th century AD, Dionysius Exiguus (Denys
theL.ittle), amonk and astronomer from Scythianow SW

Other Calendarsand Erasin use

Apart from the Christian calendar, there are about 40
other calendarsin use throughout the world. A few of
them arelisted, showing their yearson 1 January 2000;
Byzantine 7508, Chinese 4636, Indian (Saka) 1921, Idamic
(Hegira) 1420, Jewish(A.M.) 5760. The date on which the
year changesisdifferent for each calendar.

Why theMillennium startsat zero hour sat Greenwich
The*INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCEHELD AT
WASHINGTON FOR THE PURPOSE OF FIXING A
PRIMEMERIDIAN AND A UNIVERSAL DAY” in
October 1884, resolved to adopt the meridian at Green-
wich asthe primemeridianfor “all theworld” and the
time and day at the Greenwich meridian asthe universal
timeand day for “all theworld”. In practice, thistime,
referred to now more correctly asUTC, isidentical to
what iswidely known as GMT and formsthe basisfor
our claim that the Millennium will start at zero hours
Greenwich time. The same conference stated that the
“universal day shall not interfere with the use of local or
other standard timewheredesirable.” Put simply this
meansthat in Sydney they are not going to wait until 10
the next morning before celebrating the New Y ear.

WhereistheGreenwich Meridian ?

The famous brass strip seen at the Old Royal Observa-
tory Greenwich, London, marksthe Airy meridian referred
tointhe 1884 treaty. However the meridian to which the
UK Ordnance Survey istied lies5.79m to the west while
the GPS satellite meridian lies 102.51m to the east.

Thelnternational DateLine

Theinternational datelineisanimaginary line of longi-
tude located about 180 degrees east (or west) of the
Greenwichmeridian. Thisisthelineacrosswhichthe
date changes by one day. To understand thisimagine it
is3pm GMT on January 3 at Greenwich. 15 degrees east
of Greenwich thelocal timewill be 4pm, one hour ahead.
In Japan, 135 degrees east it will be 9 hours ahead and
thelocal timewill be midnight January 3/4, whilein East
Australia, 150 degreeseast it will be 1am on January 4th.
In New Zealand, closeto the International Date Line, the
local timeis3am on January 4th. Now let usreturn to
Greenwich and imaginetravelling west towards America.
For every 15 degreeswetravel thelocal timeisan hour
behind. For examplethelocal timein Californiais 7amon
January 3. Aswe continue west towards the International

Ngalu, liesjust 200 meterswest of the 180
longitude! Although not aleading contender to see the
first sunrisethisisclearly aplace of great geographical
interest. The Sun will rise at the point where the 180
longitude crosses the coast of Taveuni, 9km to the south
of Uluinggalau, six minutes after it isseento risefromthe
top of Uluinggal aul.

Wheretoseethefirst Sunriseof theNew Millennium

ThePurist View

If we accept that the New Millennium only startsat zero
hours UTC on 1 January 2001 then the question issimply
whereisthe Sunrising at that instant. The answer isthat
itisrising along half agreat circle running from Eastern
Russia, through China out over the Bay of Bengal and
down towards the Antarctic circle. On itsway across the
Bay of Bengal, it crossesKatchall Island, an Island in the
Nicobar Group of Islands.

TheView From Antar ctica

At the South Pole the Sun will have risen at the previous
equinox, on 22 September 2000, and will not set until the
following equinox, on 20 Mar 2001. Doesthismakethe
South Pole the first place to see thefirst Sunrise of the
new Millennium on 22 September 2000 or only thelast
place to see the last Sunset of the old Millennium?

The US Naval Observatory has pointed out that the Sun
will set and thenrisein Antarctica, at longitude 135
degrees East on the headland between the Dibble Glacier
and Victor Bay, at 15:08 UT on 1 Jan 2000. However, it will
only have been below the horizon for less than half an
hour that night!

Will theSunriseat thetimestated?

The calculation of the time of sunrise depends on using a
model for the way the Earth’ s atmosphere bends light.

For example when the entire disk is seen to be above the
horizon thereal Sunisstill just below the horizon. An
average model of the atmosphere is used so that the
actual time of sunrise can vary by at least 1 minute,
depending on actual conditions.

Thelast Sunset and thefirst Sunrise

Anyone that accepts that the first sunrise of the New
Millenniumwill be seen from Carolineldand hasthe
possibility of flying 1500 mileswest to Samoaand seeing
thelast sunset of the old Millennium, 14 hoursand 14
minutes|ater.
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Tumbledown Mountain Hike 2000

On November 19, 2000 the Boy Scouts of Raymond Troop 800 took a hiking trip on thetrail up Tumbledown Mountain. Unfortunately dueto thetimewhen thetrail split to the
peak or the return route down we had to choose to head down to be sure we came out of the woods before dark. In spite of this decision we were still treated to some great views
and aterrific experiencefor some 18 scouts and 8 adults. Joining the Troop for the hike were the second year Webel osfrom Pack 800.

Boy Scoutsof America
WEe'll teach your son to start afire and cook ameal!
Scouting can light afirein your son teaching him
how to deal with life’' s challenges, indoors and out!
Scouting is fun
You owe it to your son

Pine Tree Council
gg‘fnagg?gi Troop 800 - Pack 800

Troop 800 isactive in Raymond under the direction of Scoutmaster Jay Peter son. Troop 800 meets each Tuesday from 6:30 - 8:00 PM. at the Raymond Village Church.
Tdl: 655-2160, e-mail: jpete@pivot.net
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Coyote Night Hunting Permit
Applications Here

If you want to hunt coyotesin Maine, the 2001 Coyote
Night Hunting Permits are available at the Town Office.
Y ou must have a current hunting license and pay the
application fee of $2.00.

Gray/New Gloucester
Middle School Honors

The Grade 7 Dragon Team at the Gray-New Gloucester
Middle Schooal is proud to honor the following students
as Student of the Week for November: Suzanne Agro,
Jake Wright, Joe Saunders, and LauraLavigne. Heather
LaPointe, BriaPollard, and Adam Ridley were honored as
Student of the Month for November.

Morse Wins Outstanding
Player Award

Ben Morse, son of Catherine and Denis Morse of
Raymond, recently was awarded the most outstanding
player award for Hebron Academy’ sVarsity Soccer Team.
Ben, theteam’ sgoalie, is currently doing his post
graduate year at the Academy and helped the team win
the Statettitle before suffering abroken foot whilein
preparation for theregional finals.

JSS Honor Roll Omission

The staff of Jordan-Small School wishesto also con-
gratul ate 6th grader Rebecca Randall for receiving
Honors recognition for the first quarter at our school.
Congratulationsfrom all of us Rebeccal

PROP Transportation Program To Merge With RTP

PROP’s25Volunteer Drivers
Will Now Work WithRTP

Two major Portland-areatransportation providers
announced today they will merge to provide more
comprehensive, efficient services to the people they
serve throughout Cumberland County.

Asof January 1, the transportation program run by
People sRegional Opportunity Program (PROP) will
become part of Regional Transportation Program (RTP),
which provides door-to-door rides through its fleet of
buses and vans and its volunteer driver program.

Persons who used PROP’ s program — and others who
need rides— can now call RTP at
774-2666from5:30A.M.t0 7PM.
to arrange transportation. Most
of PROP s 25 volunteer drivers
areexpected tojointhe RTP
Volunteer Driver Program, where
volunteer driversare reimbursed
for mileage and use their own
carsto give people in need rides
to medical appointmentsand
other necessary transportation.

“Thismerger isagreat idea,
really, because it combinestwo
strong community transportation
programsthat were offering
similar servicesand similar routes
and makesthem into onelarger,
moreefficient

system,” said Jon B. McNulty,
executivedirector of RTR. “The
PROP ridersalso get new
benefits, such as expanded
dispatch hours and more options
for transportation.”

RTP, founded in 1976, provides about 1,000 ridesaday to
more than 4,500 peoplein Cumberland County and hasa
number of innovative programs to serve peoplein the
area, fromits* Senior Shopper’ sExpress’ tothe*Rider’s
Choice” program where persons call one number, 774-
2666, to learn what transportation isbest for them, beit
METRO, Casco Bay Lines, RTP programs or other
servicesin the county. In addition to its volunteer
drivers, RTP has 35 professional full and part-time
drivers.

RTP also recently launched the Commuter Transit
Network, which matches commuterswith residentsin
need of regular transportation along the same route at
the sametimes. Thedriverspick up assigned riderson
theway to or from work, and are reimbursed 30 centsa
milefor the distance they travel each day.

“Access to transportation is one of the biggest factors in
peopl€e sindependence,” said Grant L ee, executive
director of PROP, theregion’slocal provider of support
servicesfor families and individual sfacing economic
hardships. “ Our goal isto make surethat there are

strong, efficient systemsin place to address this need.
Combining our programs creates acomprehensive
system that will serve everyone better. And with RTP's
longer dispatch hours and its related services, access to
many types of transportation will be easier.”

Leenoted that all PROP drivers have been invitedto join
the RTP network, and many have been through an
orientation there already. Persons presently getting rides
through PROP have received apost card and phone call
to make surethey areinformed of the change. In addi-
tion, aflyer isbeing distributed to town offices and
social service organizations.

Persons seeking moreinformation on RTP' s services may

call 774-2666.

About RTP

Established in 1976, RTPisaUnited Way agency that
provides door-to-door transportation to the elderly,
social service agency clients, the economically disadvan-
taged and personswith disabilitiesin Cumberland
County. RTP serves more than 4,500 people county-
wide, providing about 1,000 rides a day to people who
need to get to medical appointments, grocery shopping,
work and other necessary services.

Located at 127 St. John St., RTP serves more than 26
townsin the county, including Portland, South Portland,
Scarborough, Cape Elizabeth, Westbrook, Gorham,
Falmouth, Y armouth, Freeport, Windham, Standish,
Casco, Bridgton and others. The organization has
recently launched a number of innovative programsto
serveitslocal residents, including “Rider’ s Choice,”
which allows arearesidentsto call one tel ephone number,
774-2666, and be matched to the appropriate transporta-

tion provider, including RTP buses and vans, PROP
volunteer drivers, METRO buses, the South Portland
Bus Service, and the Greater Portland Council Of
Government’ s RideShare program.

RTP has also been instrumental in the Access to Jobs
program to provide transportation to those transitioning
fromwelfareto work, and the Clean Cities program by
adding apropane vehicleto itsfleet to help the environ-
ment. Other longtime programsof RTPincludethe Senior
Shopper’ s Express, a county-wide bus service, the
ADAPT program which serves personswith disabilities
in Portland, South Portland and Westbrook, and its
volunteer driver program.

About PROP

Since 1965, PROP hasbeen the
Community Action Agency
serving Cumberland County.
Each year, morethan 7,000
familiesand individualsturnto
PROPfor assistancewith a
particular need, or in atime of
crisisor significant life change.
Herethey find caring profes-
sionals who assess their needs,
recommend resources, and offer
the support and encouragement
they need to begin taking steps
toward their desired goals.

PROP offers help as people
make changesto improve the
quality of their lives, and the
livesof their children and
families.

PROP assists people through:

- TheHead Start Program and
affordable Child Carein 22 convenient locations.

- Foster Grandparents, matched with familiesand children
who have special needsin home, school, child care and
hospital settings.

- TheWomen, Infants& Children (WIC) Program,
providing supplemental food & nutrition education.

- The Women'’ s Project, offering support and resources
for women whose lives are affected by substance abuse -
their own or another’s.

- The Y outh Resiliency Project, supporting and connect-
ing with youth-at-risk through mentoring and peer
leadership programs.

- Social Services, including fuel and utility assistance,
emergency food and shelter assistance, resource
coordination, information & referrals.

- Housing Programsincluding home ownership training,
renovated homesfor sale, 23 family rental units, plus
homerepair loansto protect and maintain existing
housing.

PROP headquartersisat 510 Cumberland Avenuein
Portland, with satellite officesin Westbrook and
Windham and 27 program sites throughout Cumberland
County.
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Attention all Raymond
7th Graders!

By: ChristineKoza

Haven't seen some of your old Jordan-Small School
friendsin awhile? Then comejoin usfor roller-skating at
Happy Wheels on 331 Warren Avenuein Portland.

When? Saturday, January 13, 2001

What time? 8:00 PM. to 10:00 PM.

What isthe cost? $4.50 per person. In-line skate rentals
arean additional $3.00.

Hope to see you therel

1% Annual Raymond Youth
Day (7t"-12" Grade) Update!

By: Candi ScriptureR.R.A.
Youth Group-2004 Advisor

I’d like to begin by apologizing to those of you who
showed up for a planning meeting, publishedin
December’ sRoadrunner, for Dec. 11 at JSS. Unfortu-
nately, this did not take place, dueto lack of space.
Monday evenings seem to be quite busy at JISS!' So,
we'll try aWednesday night, for January!

I’d liketo thank the following individuals, who have
comeforward to sharetheir talents: Jo Martyn-Fisher
(quilting project), LindaBedell (interview skills), Sue Carr
& Gail Waisanen (craft projects)! The addition of these
workshopswill allow some great choicesfor our teens!

We still have need for more volunteers! We have six
workshopsthat will run between 9:30-12:00. As promised,
hereisour “wishlist”:

» 6 adultsto be“an extraset of hands’ for each
workshop room.

» 3-4 adultsare needed to help set-up in the morning,
and clean up in the afternoon.

» 3 adults who enjoy cooking are needed to assist
those teens that are pursuing a Food Service
Certificateto prepare lunch.

» 2 adults needed to assume the role of “ Super
Helper” to keep all running smoothly.

Adult Mentors are needed to record/verify community
service hours for those teens working towards local &
National awards/scholarships. Thisis something that
would requirevery little time/work and can be donefrom
home: Adult mentors maintain aform to record theteen’s
local community service (date, general description of
work performed & hours). Teensaredirected to call their
information into their “mentor”, to berecorded. This
information will compliment theteens' effortsto meet
their prospective school’s, Scouting group’s or
employer’ srequirementsfor scholarships. Wearein
search of door prizes, paper goods, home-baked des-
serts, soda, donuts and juice!

Have some experiencein cooking, kids, computers,
organization, or “mobilizing & inspiring”? We need youl!
Individuals (young and old), community groups and
local businesses are encouraged to take part!

Planning meeting: Wed., Jan 10, JSS
For moreinformation: Candi Scripture 655-5368
email:scandiusa@netscape.net

Raymond Rec Fruit Sale

Thank you to all who sold fruit to neighbors and co-
workers and to all who purchased oranges or grapefruit
thisyear. We once again broke our goal of raising
$1000.00 for subsidizing our summer swim program and
for paying transportation costs of our Wednesday Ski

program.

Special appreciation goesto Deborrah and Bob Murray
who maketheir garage availablefor storage and distribu-
tion, to Dana Degjardins who helped unload the truck
and to the folks at Camp Wawenaock for office support
and for patience in the long wait to unload the truck on
that cold afternoon.

If you missed the fruit sale but would like to contribute to
the efforts of Raymond Rec to bring reasonably priced
recreation opportunitiesto our children, please send
your tax-deductible contribution to Raymond Recreation
Association at PO. Box 561, Raymond 04071.

Pleaselook for our sale again next November!

| ndoor Swimming

Thefirst course of indoor swim lessons has been a great
success. The children enrolled have all had agreat time
and devel oped their skillsand confidencein the water.
After ironing out afew initial problemswe have been
able to coordinate with Windham Rec. and St Joseph’sto
maximize pool timeand instructors.

The next session will run after the ski program and sign
up will be before February vacation, watch this space
and school noticesin January for details. Preliminary
datesareMarch 7,14, 21, 28, April 4,11. Wehopeto
have 25 placesfor childrenin grades 3-6.

Thanksto Deb Duchaines, Pat Smith and Alex Jackson
for their time and enthusiasm.

Raymond Elementary School
“Thank You”

A beautiful wreath gracing our front entrance greets
visitorsto the Raymond Elementary School. Students
and staff would like to thank Sharon and Dewey L loy of
Balsam Ridge for the donation of thisbeautiful wreath.
We appreciate their thoughtfulness during the holiday
season.

Winter Aquatics ProgramsAt
St. Joseph’s College

Event: American Red Cross Water Safety Instructor’s

Course

Date:  Pre-test January 15 at 6:00 PM.

Time  Classes will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 6:00to 9:30 PM. for fiveweeks.

Cost:  $15000.

Pace  St. Joseph’s College Pool

About the program: To train Water Safety candidatesto
teach swimming and water safety courses. After success-
fully completing the course participantswill receivea
certificate and may be authorized to teach Red Cross
Swimlessons. Minimum ageis17.

Event: Swim Lessons

Dae  Registration December 11 to December 28th,
10:00amto 7:00 PM.

Time  Classeswill start the week of January 2nd

Classes are offered Tuesday — Saturday
mornings

We will not be able to offer after school and evenings
classes until March.

About the Program: Swim classesfor infants, toddlers
and pre-schoolers. Classes are available to teach arange
of skillsfrom water adjustment to basic swimming skills.
Our instructional goal isthat swimmerswho have
finished thelesson program will demonstrate proficiency
in those skills designated by the American Red Cross
while having fun in asafe, comfortable atmosphere.
Certificates are also offered asarecord of course

compl etion.

Event: Water Aerobics

Date  Fdl 2000

Time  Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 7:00 PM- 8:00
PM

Tuesday & Thursday 8:00 AM-9:00AM

About the Program: For the swimmer and non-swimmer
alike. A fantasticlow impact aerobic workout, without
thejoint stress common with land aerobics. Emphasisis
on an overall body workout while having fun!

Event: Arthriticise
Dae  Winter 2001
Time  Tuesday & Thursday 11:00AM -11:45AM

About the Program: Range of motion exerciseaimed at
increasing muscle and joint flexibility. Great for those
suffering pains of arthritisand other debilitating joint
diseases.

For moreinformation call Carolyn at 893-6669.

Dog And Cat Rabies Clinic

The Town will be offering aRabies Vaccination clinic for
dogs and cats on Saturday, January 20, 2001 at the Public
Works Garage, Webbs MillsRoad (Route 85) from 1:00
PM. to 3:00 PM. Thecost will be $8.00 per animal.
Anyone iswelcome to bring their pets, but please have
them restrained by leash or pet crate. The other animals
can frighten the pets and having them under control is
imperative.

Dr. Jim Stephenson and hiswife Judy will administer the
vaccinations and issue the tags and certificates. The fee
will be accepted by cash or check in the name of: Jordan
Bay Animal Hospital.

2001 Licenseswill beavailable at that timefor afee of
$4.00 for neutered dogs or $7.50 for dogs not neutered.
Please bring your Maine State Neutering certificateif you
plan to have your dogs licensed at this time unless we
already haveit onfile. Payment for licensing will be
accepted by cash or check in the name of: Town of
Raymond.
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Sharing and Caring by the
First Gradersat Raymond
Elementary School

OnWednesday, December 13, 2000, the First Graders at
Raymond Elementary School visited the Casco Inn
Nursing Home. They visited the nursing homethree
times throughout the year as part of their Service Project.
During Christmastime the children presented the
residentswith aspecial GIVING BASKET. Thebasket
was donated by the RENY’ Sin Bridgton. The children
wrote athank-you noteto Mr. Michael Fleck, manager.
The basket wasfilled with small giftsfor everyone
(toothbrushes, pads, pens, shampoo, hand lotion, etc.).
The children sang songs and recited holiday poetry. It
was a specia time for residents, students and teachers.

Raymond PTA to Sponsor
Art Contest

It would bereally strangeif....

Thisisthe theme for the art contest the Raymond
Schools PTA will be sponsoring early in the new-year.
Thislocal initiativeis part of the Reflections Program, an
annual cultural artsevent run by the National PTA.
Student artistswill createtheir own literature, musical
compositions, photography, and visual art, and compete
for prizesand recognition within their age divisions; K-2,
3-4and 5-6. The PTA will hold assembliesat both
schoolsto kick off the contest in January. These will be
followed by after-school workshops where children can
get supplies, ask questions, and work on their projects.
Moreinformation about the contest, timing and rulesfor
participation will be sent homewith children after the
holidays.

Next Middle School Forums
By: Chrigtian Elkington, Principal

On Thursday, Jan 25" and Thursday, Feb 1% wewill be
having our next two forums. At these meetingswewill
update parents, guardians and community members
around our planning for the new program at Jordan-Small
Middle School. The meetingswill begin at 6:30 PM inthe
JSS Cafeteria. Please come, listen, ask questionsand
give your feedback! To alow for as many that wish to
attend, the same presentation will be given both nights.
Hope to see and hear from you!

JSS Student Gover nment

Elections held!
By: Chrigtian Elkington, Principal

On Friday, December 15 students at Jordan-Small School
voted for Peer Council. Our Peer Council ismade up of
5" and 6™ grade students. Council responsibilities
include representing the student body, serving as staff
helpers, being aliaison between the principal and the
student body, acting as positive role models and helping
to resolve school-wide concerns.

We were very fortunate to have 24 students run for
office. Wethank each candidatefor running! The
following students were chosen by their peers to serve!

Jennifer Curtis Stephen Wisutskie
Becky Randall Kainani Stevens
Dylan Dodge Kaz Powel |

Skylar Duncanson Katie Eastman

Liz Stevenson Alison Remdia
KrisBurgess April Cox

Doug Remick Amy Cobb

Alison Gaghon

I look forward to working with each of these fine young
people in support of our students and school!

Communitiesfor Children

The Communitiesfor Children group will be meeting on
Thursday, Jan. 11, at the JSS cafeteriato work on
planning the next Community Council Meeting and
Middle School Transition events. Wewill also be
discussing the possibility of a developing a mentoring
program.

This group consists of parents, school administrators,
Raymond Recreation and Raymond Village Church
representatives and other interested citizens. Our primary
goals are to connect town groups to build on Raymond’s
resources for families and to keep Raymond youth in
touch with each other as they move on to different
school systems. For moreinformation, pleasecall Lori
Rand at 655-4277 or Laurie Wallace at 655-2222.

Outreach Program

The USM Outreach Program and local volunteer Kathy
Boothby would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all
members of the community and local businesses for your
generosity. The donations received will provide more
than 150 undernourished peoplein the Dominican
Republic with a6-month supply of multivitamins. Thanks
and happy holidays to you all!

PTA Meeting

Tuesday January 9
6:30 PM, Jordan-Small School Room C37

Special presentation by Debbie Blanchard on
“Letterboxing.” Other agendaitemsinclude the Reflec-
tions Program and other PTA student enrichment
activities. Refreshmentsand door prize!

L etter boxing

Happy New Y ear! We're making very good progresswith
the Lakes Region Letterbox Trail. Before Christmas|
spoke with the Jones Glass Museum in Sebago about
participating asasitefor the L etterbox Trail in conjunc-
tion with the Douglas Mt. Trail. We' re exploring ways
that they could beinvolved. In early Jan. I’ ll be meeting
with teachers from L akes Region Middle School and
High School, and Anica Sabbag from LEA. W€ Il be
discussing ways to incorporate L etterboxing with
existing trailsin the Bridgton area such as Bald Pate Mt.,
Holt Pond, Stevens Brook and proposed history trails at
the Narramissic Homestead. How exciting to think we
could have sites all around Sebago L ake!

At thistimewe areactively trying to locate individuals,
groups or organizationsthat might be interested in
becoming a‘Letterbox Monitor’. What isa‘ L etterbox
Monitor’ ? A monitor would agreeto:

1) Maintain aletterbox for one season; from the end of
April toNov.1

2 Providealetterbox, inkpad and rubber stamp
relevant to the site for the | etterbox

3 Regularly check ontheletterbox to make sureit
hasn’t been damaged by weather, animals, or others

Sitesfor thefirst trail have been selected for thisyear.
These are acombination of sitesfrom our Main Street/
Village history trail and the Raymond Cape history trail as
well aslocal businesses that wanted to participate. Sites
that have an asterisk (*) next to them are sites that need
monitors:

*Watkins Homestead
Manning House

Sunset Variety
*Raymond Village Church

*Raymond VillageCemetery HawthorneHouse
*Fish Hatchery Gulick Camps
Raymond VillageLibrary Cry of theL oon

*House That Jack Built Blacksmith Winery
If you would beinterested in becoming a L etterbox
monitor for the 2001 season, please contact Debbie
Blanchard at 799-2754 or e-mail to
djblanch@maine.rr.com. | look forward to hearing from
youl

L ooping in Education
By: LynneL atham-Estey (L oopingteacher
at JSS)

| would like to review both the benefitsand limited
drawbacksthat | have experienced with multi-year
teaching. My experience comesfromtwo examples. At
the Leeds Central School | wasinvolved in athree-year
cycle as a self-contained classroom teacher. Our class
had a student enrollment of between 24-27 children. We
‘looped’ infourth, fifth, and sixth grades. My experience
as a L ooping teacher also involves my current teaching
position at Jordan-Small School. | am on atwo-person
team and we are currently in the second year of atwo-
year cycle. We have worked with the same studentsin
both fifth and sixth grades.

In my opinion, the benefitsin the 2nd year of theloop far
outweighed the drawbacks. | spent very littletime at the
beginning of each academic year with the assessment of
skills, ‘ getting to know you’ activities, and establishing
rules and routines. | knew each year my students
reading levels, writing strengths/weaknesses and how to
ability group for math. 1 knew which children needed
extrahelp and which were more self motivated and could
be more quickly advanced. | could continue to channel
the children who needed support services without
allowing themto ‘fall throughthegaps'. I liked having
the understanding that if a student and teacher did not
‘mesh’, then the next year that child could moveto
another teacher. Thisrarely happened. Home/school
communication isan important piece of the Looping
Classroom. | wasand do get to know all of my parents
well. Bothformal and informal conferencesarevery
natural and productive as you have built a greater bond
with thefamily. | put alarger emphasison keeping my
classes|earning environment varied and inviting so that
it felt alittle different each new year. My studentsand |
agreed when it seemed likeit wastimefor achange. We
also had the control to know when consistency was
needed. The only true drawback for me was being self-
contained in Leeds and not teaming with another teacher.
| believe aswe have done and are doing at JSS that using
acommitted team of teachersis the best approach to
teaching in alooping program. We need team planning
time and access to resources that enrich our lessons.
We also need to attend workshops and conferences and
share the information learned which bring us up to speed
on current teaching strategies and supports for children.
As ateam we share the workload of developing and
enriching the materials and lessons that our students
need and use! We all want what isin the best interest for
our students. Providing astable, stimulating, and
continual foundation in education islogical and success-
ful. Looping in today’seducationa world makes sense
asit adds moreteaching time, which alowschildren the
time necessary to develop the skills needed to become
productive and contributing members of our society.

NOTICE

Asof January 31, 2001 all dogs must be
licensed. A latefeewill beincurred for dogs
licensed after that date.
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Raymond Fire & Rescue
Department Needs Buildings

The Raymond Fire Rescue Department isin need of
surplus buildings to burn during the spring and summer
of 2001. Weare presently embarking on acomprehensive
Fire Fighter academy that requires destruction of
buildingsfor practicing firefighting skills. If you havea
building available for this purpose, please contact
Assistant Chief Chris Champagne at 655-7851.

The Raymond Fire Rescue is presently accepting
applicationsfor on-call fire and rescue personnel. These
positions are on apaid on call basis. We provideall
training and equi pment necessary to become amember.
In January classesfor EMT and firefighter will be
starting. If interested, please contact Assistant Chief

ChrisChampagne at 655-7851.

Bridging Communities
By: Renee Robbins

First-year Webel os of Raymond’ s Pack 800, Den 4 pose
after completing their first 10-by-6-foot bridge.

The bridge, made of hemlock, was built according to
standards set forth by the Windham Drifters' snowmobile
club. The Drifters supplied the materialsfor this, and
another 12-by-6-foot bridge the scouts eagerly pounded
out thefollowing week. The bridge wasinstalled Novem-
ber 19th along a snowmobiletrail on the Brown Road, off
route 85. Technically, thispart of thetrail liesinasmall
section of West Gray sandwiched between, thus joining,
Raymond with Windham trails. It comes out on Little
Sebago L ake. The bridge was madeto replace an existing
bridge that had deteriorated over the past year to the

point of unsafe usage.

In December, the scouts teamed with the Driftersto
install the second bridge deeper into the woods. In
completing the project, the scouts learned several new
woodworking skills under the guidance of leader Jim
Bisesti. They earned credit towards activity badges, and,
had agreat timeto boot! Dueto liability issueswith
private-land trail usage, it isadvisablethat prior to
partaking of any trail work yourself, you contact your
local snowmobile club president, or, thelandowner, for
permission to do so.

Anyoneinterested in joining the Windham Driftersor
desiringto help in their trail upkeep should contact Peter
Keef, club president, at 750-3886.
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Peter Sepulveda, Nathaniel Dixon, Jeffrey Larocque, Jacob Trickey, Brett Bisesti, and Kyle Robbins.




